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Cayratia lanceolata , a New Nomenclatural Combination in Vitaceae 
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Abstract: In preparation of the Vitaceae treatment for Flora of China, we discovered that Cayratia mollissima var. lanceolata 
C .L. Li from China’ s Hainan is highly distinct fran C. mollissima (Wall .) Gagnep . from the Malay Peninsula and In- 


dochina in fruit and leaf morphology . The taxon from Hainan deserves recognition at the species level and thus a new combi- 


nation, Cayratia lanceolata (C . L . Li) J. Wen & Z -D Chen, is herein made . 
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Cayratia lanceolata (C . L . Li) J. Wen & Z -D Chen, 
comb . & stat . nov . 

Cayratia mollissima (Wall .) Gagnep . var. lanceolata C . 
L. Li, Chin. J. Appl. Environ . Biol. 2 (1): 50. 1996. 
Type: China . Hainan, San Ya City, Yang Ling Shan [Ngai 
District, Yeung Ling Shan, Jia Foei], 18 Jun 1932, in fr., 
S. K . Lau 112 (holotype: PE !, isotype: P). 

Woody lianas . Branchlets slender, dark brown, terete 
with longitudinal ridges, glabrous . Tendrils bifurcate . Leaves 
trifoliolate; stipules caducous; petiole 2 -3 cm, central petio- 
lules 0.7 - 2 cm, lateral petiolules 0.3 - 0.9 cm, sparsely pi- 
lose; central leaflets lanceolate, 6- 14X 1.5 -3 cm, base cu- 
neate, rarely suborbicular, apex long acuminate; lateral leaf- 
lets ovate-lanceolate, 4.5-9.5 cmX 1.5-2.5 cm, base asym- 
metric and suborbicular, margin sparsely with sharp teeth, apex 


long acuminate, sparsely hispidulous with appressed and fine 
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hairs, abaxial midveins sparsely villose; lateral veins 6 - 8 
pairs, veinlets inconspicuous . Corymbose-polychasium axillary . 
Peduncle 2-8 cm, with nodes at middle and brownish bracts, 
pubescent . Pedicels 0.5-1 mm, densely pubescent . Buds el- 
liptic, 1- 1.5 mm long, apex rounded . Calyx cotyliform, ca- 
lyx teeth inconspicuous, pubescent . Petals ovate-elliptic, 0.8 
-1.3 mm long, glabrous . Anthers oval, length more than or 
nearly equal to width . Lower part of ovary adnate to disc . Style 
slender . Berries 0.8- 1 cm in diam ., 2 -3-seeded . Seeds glo- 
bose to semiglobose, base tostrate, apex rounded, surface 
smooth, upper raphe protruding, ventral holes rounded, ca . 2 
mm in diam ., ribs along margin slightly protruding . Fl. Apr- 
May, fr. Jun-Jul . 

Habitat: Shrublands, roadsides, or disturbed areas at 
edge of forests, or in forests . 

Distribution: Hainan, China . 

Additional specimens examined: China . Hainan: Danzhou 
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City, Na Lian Shan [Taam Chau District, Na Lin Shan], fruit 
black, 30 Apr 1928, W -T Tsang 16909 (PE); Lingao Coun- 
ty, Lian Hua Shan and vicinity [Lam Ko District, Lin Fa Shan 
and vicinity], Tsai Shui Hang, 6 Aug 1927, W -T .Tsang 
15866 (PE, 2 sheets); Ledong County, Bao En Chun, Ya 
Hou Ling, in dense forests, 7 Jun 1936, in fr., S. K. Lau 
27009 (PE) . 

Cayratia lanceolata can be easily distinguished from C. m- 
ollissima of Malaysia and Indochina in the former’ s black (vs . 
pink), and much smaller (0.8- 1 cm vs . 2-3 cm long) fruits . 


Furthermore, fruits of C. lanceolata are globose to semiglobose , 


whereas those of C. mollissima are ellipsoid (cf. Latiff 1982; 
Li 1998) . Leaves of C. mollissima are pubescent to tomentose 
whereas those of C. lanceolata are only sparsely pilose to villose 
on the lower surface . The petiolule and petioles of C. lanceolata 


is purplish (vs . greenish in C. mollissima) . 
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